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He was met even now, 

Crown’d with rank fumiter and furrow-weeds. 

Darnel, and all the idle weeds that grow 

, ^ ?ur fuftaining corn. Shakefp. King Lear. 

0. I rifling j of no importance : as, an idle {lory. 

This anfwer is both idle in regard of us, and alfo repugnant 
to themfelves. 

1 hey are not, in our eftimation, idle reproofs, when the 
authors of needlefs innovations are oppofed with fuch nega¬ 
tives as that of Leo: how are thcfe new devices brought in, 
which our fathers never knew ? Hooker, b. ii. 

His friend fmil’d fcornful, and, with proud contempt, 
Rejects as idle what his fellow dreamt. Dryden. 

An idle reafon leffens the weight of the good ones you gave 

Slift. 

How ill he withes to recall the precious hours he has fpent 
in trifles, and loitered away in idle unprofitable diverfions. 

_ T Rogers’s Sermons. 

i 6 Idle. v. n. [from the adjective.] To lofe time in lazinefs 
and inadlivity. 

Yet free from this poetick madnefs, 

Ne^ct page he fays, in fober fadnefs, 

That flie and all her fellow-gods 

Sit idling in their high abodes. Prior. 

Idleheaded, adj. [idle and bead.] Foolilh; unreafonable. 
Thefe idleheaded feekers reforted thither. Ca>ew. 

Upon this Iofs fhe fell idleheaded , and to this very day Hands 
near the place ftill. L’tftrange. 

Idleness, n.f. [from idled] 

1. Lazinefs; floth ; fluggilhnefs ; averfion from labour. 

Nor is excefs the only thing by which fin mauls and breaks 
men in their health, and the comfortable enj’oyment of them- 
feives thereby; but many are alfo brought to a very ill and 
languifhing habit of body by mere idlenejs, and idlenefs is both 
itfelf a great fin, and the caufe of many more. South’s Semi. 

2 . Abfence of employment. 

All which yet could not make us accufe her, though it made 
us pine away for fpight, to lofe any of our time in fo trouble- 
l'ome an idlenefs. Sidney, b. ii. 

To the Englifli court affemble now, 

From cv’ry region, apes of idienef. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

He fearing idlenefs , the nurfe of ill, 

In fculpture exercis’d his happy (kill. Dryden’s Ovid. 

Mature being liberal to all without labour, neceflity im- 
poling no induftry or travel, idlenefs bringeth forth no other 
fruits than vain thoughts and licentious pleafures. Raleigh. 

3. Omiflion of bufinefs. 

Ten thoufand harms, more than the ills I know. 

My idlenefs doth hatch. Shake/. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

4. Unimportance; trivialnefs. 

5. Inefficacy; ufelefl'nefs. 

6. Barrennefs; worthlefinefs. 

7. Unreafonablenefs ; want of judgment; foolilhnefs; madnefs. 

There is no heat of afte&ion but is joined with feme idle- 
nefs of brain. Bacon’s War v.ith Spain. 

I'dler. n. f. [from idle. ] A lazy perfon ; a fluggard. 

Many of thefe poor filhermen and idlers, that are common¬ 
ly prefented to his majefty’s {hips, are fo ignorant in fea-fervice 
as that they know not the name of a rope. Raleigh. 

Thou fluggifn idler, dilatory Have. Irene. 

I'di.y. adv. [from idle .] 

r. Lazily; without employment. 

I will flay myfelf. 

For living idly here in pomp and cafe. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

2. Foolilhly ; in a trifling manner. 

And modern Afgil, whofe capricious thought 
Is yet with ftores of wilder notions fraught. 

Too foon convinc’d, lhall yield that fleeting breath. 

Which play’d fo idly with the darts of death. Prior. 

3. Carelefly; without attention. 

This from rumour’s tongue 

I idly heard ; if true or falfe, I know not. Shake/. K. John . 

But {hall we take the mufe abroad. 

To drop her idly on the road? 

And leave our fubjedt in the middle. 

As Butler did his bear and fiddle ? Prior. 

4. Ineffectually; vainly. 

Let this and other allegations, fuitable unto it, ceafe to bark 
any longer idly againft the truth, the courfe and pafiage where¬ 
of it is not in them to hinder. Hooker. 

TDOL. n.f [idole, French; aJcdAov; id;lum, Latin.] 

1. An image worlhipped as God. 

They did facrifice upon the idol altar, which was upon the 
altar of God. 1 Mac. i. 59. 

A nation from one faithful man to fpring, 

Him on this fide Euphrates yet refiding. 

Bred up in idol worlhip. ''Miltons Par ad. LoJl. 

The apoftle is there arguing againft the gnofticks who joined 
In the idol feafts, and whom he therefore accufcs of partici¬ 
pating of the idol god. Atterlury. 

2 . A counterfeit. 

Woe to the idol Ihcphcrd thatlcaveth the flock. Zech. ii. 17. 
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3. An image. 

Never did art fo well with nature ftrive. 

Nor ever idol feem’d fo much alive; 

So like the man, fo golden to the fight; 

So bafe within, fo counterfeit and liobt. 

4. A reprefentation. 

Men beholding fo great excellence. 

And rare perfection in mortality. 

Do her adore with facred reverence, 

As th’ idol of her maker’s great magnificence. p a ; rv 9 

5. One loved or honoured to adoration. 3 

He’s honoured and lov’d by all; 

TnrvT a'M rrr!' erS g ,° d ’. ™ d P eo P le ’ s **'• Denham’s Soph, 

IDOLATER, n.f [rdolatrc, Trench ; idololatra, Latin.] One 
who pays divine honours to images; one who worffiins for 
God that which is not God. 

The ftate of idolaters is two ways miferable: firft, in that 
which they worlhip they find no fuccour; and fecondly, at 
his hands, whom they ought to ferve, there is no other thino- 
to be looked for but the effects of moft juft difpleafure, the 
withdrawing of grace, dereliction in this world, and in the 
world to come confufion. Hooker 

An aftrologer may be no Chriftian; he may be an idolater 
or a pagan; but I would hardly think aftrology to be com- 
patible with rank atheifm. Bentley’s Sermons. 

To Ido'latrize. v. a. [from idolater.] To worlhip idols . Ainf. 

Irio'LATRous. adj. [from idolater.] Tending to idolatry 
comprifing idolatry, or the worlhip of falfe gods. 1 

Neither may the pictures of our Saviour, the apoftles, and 
martyrs of the church, be drawn to an idolatrous ufe, or be 
fet up in churches to be worlhipped. Peacham on Drawing. 

Ido'latrously. adv. [from idolatrous.] In an idolatrous 
manner. 

Not therefore whatfoever idolaters have either thought or 
done; but let whatfoever they have either thought or done 
idolatroufy, be fo far forth abhorred. Hooker. 

Ido'latry. n.f [idolatrie,Fr. idololatria, Lat] Theworlhipof 
images ; the worlhip of any thing as God which is not God. 

Thou lhalt be worlhipp’d, kifs’d, lov’d and ador’d; 

And, were there fenfe in his idolatry. 

My fubftance Ihould be ftatued in thy Head. Shake/pcare. 
Idolatry is not only an accounting or worlhipping that for 
God which is not God, but it is alfo a worlhipping the true 
God in a way wholly unfuitable to his nature; and particu¬ 
larly by the mediation of images and corporeal refemblances. 

South’s Sermons. 

The kings were diftinguilhed by judgments or blcffings, 
according as they promoted idolatry, or the worlhip of the 

( true God. Addijon’s Spectator. 

I'dolist. n.f [from idol.] A worlhipper of images. A poeti¬ 
cal word. 

I to God have brought 
Dishonour, obloquy, and op’d the mouths 
Of idohfts and atheifts. Melton’s Agoniftes. 

ToI'dolxze. v. a. [from idol] To love or reverence to ado¬ 
ration; 

Thofe who are generous, humble, juft and wife. 

Who/iot their gold, nor themfelves idolize. Denham. 

Parties, with the greateft violation of Chriftian unity, de¬ 
nominate themfelves, not from the grand author and finilher 
of our faith, but from the firft broacher of their idolized opi¬ 
nions. Decay of Piety. 

Ido'neous. adj. [idoneus , Latin.] Fit; proper; convenient; 
adequate. 

You entangle, and fo fix their faline part, by making them 
corrode feme idoneous body. Boyle. 

An ecclefiaftical benefice is femetimes void dc jtaeld/alio, 
and then it ought to be conferred on an idoneous perfon. Ayliffe. 

I'dyl. n.f. [ekLaAkd; idyllium, Latin.] A fmall Ihort poem. 

1. E. for id eft, or that is. 

That which raifes the natural intereft of money, is the fame 
that raifes the rent of land, i. e. its aptnefs to bring in yearly, 
to him that manages it, a greater overplus of income above 
his rent, as a reward to his labour. Locke. 

JE'ALOUS. adj. [jaloux, French. ] 

j. Sufpicious in love. 

To both thefe fillers have I fworn my love: 

Each jealous of the other, as the Hung 

Arc of the adder. Shake/peare’s King Lear. 

Wear your eye thus; not jealous, norfecure: 

I would not have your free and noble nature. 

Out of felf-bounty, be abus’d : look to’t. Shak.Othello- 
Miftrefs Ford, the honeft woman, the modeft wife, the 
virtuous creature, that hath the jealous fool to her hulband. 

Shakefpeare’s Merry Wives of Wind/or. 

A jealous emprefs lies within your arms, 

T00 haughty to endure negledted charms. Dryd. Aurengz. 

2. Emulous; full of competition. 

1 could not, without extreme reluctance, refign the them* 
of your beauty to another hand : give me leave to acquaint 
the world that I am jealous of this fubjedt. Dryden. 

r 3. Zealoufiy 
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4 ' frnjULs over you with godly jealoufy. 2 Car .• tl. 2. 

His apprehenfions, as his jealous nature had much of laga- 
ritv in it, or his reftlefs and mutinous humour, tranfported 
,. • Clarendon, b. viii. 

him , , 

c, Sufpicioufly careful. 

3 Although he were a prince in military virtue approved, and 
jealous of the honour of the Englilh nation; yet his cruelties 
and parricides weighed down his virtues. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

They jealous of their fecrets, fiercely oppos’d 
My journey ftrange, with clamorou uproar 
Protefting fate fupreme. M. It on’s Paradife Loft, l. x. 

How nicely jealous is every one of us of his own repute, 
and yet how malicioufly prodigal of other mens. Dec. of Piety. 

6. Sufpicioufly fearful. 

‘ ’ i is doing wrong creates fuch doubts as thefe; 

Renders us jealous, and deftroys our peace. Waller. 

While the people are fo jealous of the clergy’s ambition, I 
do not lee any other method left for them to reform the world, 
than by ufmg all honeft arts to make themfelves acceptable 
to the laity. Swift. 

Je'aloujly. adv. [from jealous ] Sufpicioufly ; emuloufly ; 
with fulpicious fear, vigilance, or caution. 

Je'alousness. n.f. [from jealous.] The Hate of being jealous; 
rivalry; fufpicion; fulpicious vigilance. 

Nor is it hard for thee to preferve me amidft the unjuft ha¬ 
tred and jcaloujntf of too many, which thou haft fuft’ered to 
prevail upon me. King Charles. 

Je'a lousy, n.f. [jaloufte, French, from jealous.] 

1. Sufpicion in love. 

But gnawing jealoufy, out of their fight 
Sitting alone, his bitter lips did bite. Fairy fjhteen. 

The fweet woman leads an ill life with him; he’s a very 
jealoufy man. Shakefpeare. 

How all the other paffions fleet to air. 

As doubtful thoughts, and ralh embrac’d defpair; 

And ffiudd ring fear, and green-ey’d jealoufy! 

O love, be moderate; allay thy extafy. Shakefpeare. 

Why did you fuffer Jachimo, 

Slight thing of Italy, 

To taint his noble heart and brain 

With needlefs jealoufy ? Shakefpeare’s Cymbellne. 

Small jea'oujtes, ’tis true, inflame defire ; 

Too great, not fan, but quite blow out the fire. Dryden. 

2. Sufpicious fear. 

I he obftinacy in Effex, in refufing to treat with the king, 
proceeded only from his jealoufy, that when the king had got 
him into his hands, he would take revenge upon him. Clarend. 

3. Sufpicious caution, vigilance, or rivalry. 

io JEER. v. >/. [Of uncertain etymology.] To feoff; to 
flout; to make mock. 

The merry world did on a day, 

With his trainbands and mates, agree 

To meet together where I lay. 

And all in fport to jeer at me. Herbert. 

Abftain from diffolute laughter, petulant uncomely jells' 
loud talking, and jeering, which are called indecencies and 

it. ' n r C!V,ht!es - ^ Taylor’s Rule of living holy. 

To Jeer. v. a. To treat with feoffs. J 

My children abroad are driven to difavow me, for fear of 
bemgyW. Heel’s England’s Tears. 

jibe *mockf r ° m ^ ' Sc °^ S t3Unt ’ bitin £ j eft J flout; 

Midas, expos’d to all their jeers. 

Had loft his art, and kept his ears. Swift. 

They tipt the forehead in a jeer, J ’ 

As who Ihould fay—Hie wants it here; 

She may be hanufome, young and rich; 
t iiut none will burn ner for a witch. Swift 

PjP°yr ] Afcoffer ’ Corner; a mocker/ * 

<ST£ T i2; WuI h 

frM nngb demandcth > Aether the fonorous rays are re- 
Je'gcet. »./ A kind of faufage. Derbam ' s Ph df^-TheoUgy. 

ThC P ° r ° Per namC ° f God h/the He- 

J E JU/ NE - adj. [ jejunus, Latin.] 

J- Wanting; empty; vacant. 

Gold i s the only fobftance which hath nothine in it vola 

The,* “ e ‘ hTO c “ r « even feeding b ot h 
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parts, and the jejunenefs or extreme comminution of fpirit*. 

Bacon's Natural Hftory. 

2. Drynefs; want of matter that can engage the attention. 
Je’llied. adj. [See Gelly.] Glutinous; brought to a ftate 
of vifeofity. 

The kifs that fips 

The jellied philtre of her lips. Cleaveland. 

Je'lly. n.f [gelatinum , Latin. See Gelly, which is the 
proper orthography.] 

1. Any thing brought to a ftate of glutinoufnefs and vifeofity. 

They, diftill’d 

Almoft to jelly with th’ effect of fear. 

Stand dumb, and fpeak not to him. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

2 . Sweetmeat made by boiling fugar in the gelly. 

The defert came on, and jellies brought. King. 

That jelly’s rich, this malmfey healing; 

Pray dip your whilkers. Pope’s Sat. of Horace. 

Je'nnetxng. n.f. [corrupted from Juneting, an apple ripe irr 
June.] A fpecies of apple foon ripe, and of a pleafant 
tafte. M.rtimer's Husbandry. 

Je'nnet. n.f. [See Gen-net.] A Spanilh horfe. 

The Spanilh king prefents a jennet, 

To Ihcw his love. Prior. 

To Je'opard. v. a. [See JEOPARDY.] • lo hazard; to put 
in danger. Obfolete. 

He had been accufed of Judaifm, and did bo\d]y jeopard his 
body and life for the religion of the Jews. 2 Mac. xiv. 38 



ger; peril. A word not now in ufe. 

And would ye not poor fellowlhip expel; 

Myfelf would offer you 1 accompany. 

In this adventure’s chanceful jeopardy. Halberd’s Tale. 

Thy ragelhall burn thee up, and thou lhalt turn 
To alhes ere our blood lhall quench that fire: 

Look to thyfelf, thou art its jeopardy Shakefp. K. John. 
This colour will be reprehended or encountered, by im¬ 
puting to all excellencies in compofitions a kind of poverty, 
or at leaft a cafualty or jeopardy. Bacon. 

To Jerk. v.a. [jey.eccan, Saxon.] To flrike with a quick 
fmart blow; to lalh. It is fometimes written yerk. 

I lack iniquity 

Sometimes to do me fervice : nine or ten times 
I thought to’ve jerk'd him here under die ribs. Shaicf. Othe!. 

Ballings heavy, dry, obtufe. 

Only dulnefs can produce; 

While a little zenxXe jcrking 

Sets the fpirits all a working. Swift. 

To Jerk. v. n. To llrike up; to a.ccoft eagerly. This kerns 
to be the meaning in this place, but is mere cant. 

Nor blulh, Ihould he feme grave acquaintance meet; 

But, proud of being known, will jerk and greet. Dryden. 

Jerk. n. f. [from the verb.] 

1. A fmart quick lalh. 

Contemn the filly taunts of fleering buffoonry; and the 
jerks of that wit, that is but a kind of confident folly Glanv. 

Wit is not the jerk or fting of an epigram, nor the feeming 
contradidlion of a poor antithefis; neither is it fo much the 
morality of a grave fcntence, affeaed by Lucan, but more 
fparingly ufed by Virgil. Dryden. 

2. A fudden fpring; a quick jolt that {hocks or Harts. 

Well run Tawncy, the abbot’s churl; 

His jade gave him a jerk. 

As he would have his rider hurl 
His hood after the kirk. ' Ben. Johnfin’s Underwoods. 
Loblters ufe their tads as fins, wherewith they commonly 
fwim backwards b yjerks or fprings, reaching ten yards at 
once. 

Jl drfew a i#Lt"“"^ S “ 0n ' :l Ajackct - a Uvort coacj’a 

A man may wear it on both fides, like a leather jerkin'. Shak 
Miltrcfs Line, is not this my jerkin ? Now is the jerkin un¬ 
der the line ; now, jerkin, you are like to lofe your hair, and 
pro ve a bald jerhn Shake/pear/s Teem eft 

Unlefs we Ihould expedt that nature Ihould make jerkin /and 
ftockmgs grow out of the ground, what could IhJ J 0 better 

1W ^ ^ matCria ' S { Z d ° thin " aS the woo! the 

. Imagine an ^ 

iudSce ' i “ Cre<1 doa ‘ l,S ' lK have b„, fmall 

Then flrip .hee of .hy carnal ^ ***“ 

And give thy outward fellow a ferkin r~r. a-i 
4-h“hw“e? cfea ’ “ 

J ‘wrtee„;4„ Atindofha " t - “'nl'nilZ'L 

E Af‘ n f. French; get to, Italian.] Short ftrans of le? 
.her «1 about Ure legs of! hawk, „lri t 

j-j 'p Hanmer. 
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